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(57) ABSTRACT

An information processing device according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention includes a detection unit, a
calculation unit, a determination unit, and an estimation unit.
The detection unit detects each three-dimensional position
of a plurality of parts of an instruction object for indicating
an image output surface. The calculation unit calculates an
intersection point of a direction indicated by the instruction
object and the image output surface based on each three-
dimensional position of the parts of the instruction object.
The determination unit determines whether the intersection
point is within a predetermined range on the image output
surface. The estimation unit estimates a position indicated
by the instruction object on the image output surface based
on the determination made by the determination unit.
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INFORMATION PROCESSING DEVICE,
SYSTEM, AND INFORMATION
PROCESSING METHOD

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims priority to and incorpo-
rates by reference the entire contents of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2013-009243 filed in Japan on Jan. 22,
2013.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an information processing
device, a system, and an information processing method.

2. Description of the Related Art

User interface (UI) devices have been developed that
allow an operation input by, while viewing an image dis-
played on an screen and assuming a virtual operation surface
in an empty space in front of the image, moving a finger and
the like (instruction object) using the virtual operation
surface as a touch panel. Such non-contact type Ul devices
employ an excellent Ul technology to resolve disadvantages
of a contact type Ul device (for example, a screen may be
contaminated with sebum and the like of a touching hand),
attracting attention in recent years.

These Ul devices should have a correspondence between
coordinates on a real screen and coordinates on the virtual
operation surface. For example, Japanese Patent Application
Laid-open No. 2009-116583 describes a technique in which
designation coordinates indicate a point at which the real
screen intersects with the perpendicular line extending from
a fingertip on the virtual operation surface in the normal
direction of the real screen or an extension line of the motion
vector of the fingertip.

A real screen having a large size (for example, 80 inches)
can contain coordinates in such a wide range that a user
cannot reach. As a distance to the target coordinates on the
real screen increases, an angle between a straight line
indicating the direction of the fingertip of the user and the
normal line of the real screen increases. Accordingly, devia-
tion increases between actual target coordinates and a point
at which the real screen intersects with the perpendicular
line extending from the fingertip in the normal direction of
the real screen. That is, in the technique disclosed in
Japanese Patent Application Laid-open No. 2009-116583, as
the distance to the target coordinates on the real screen
increases, accuracy in designating the coordinates deterio-
rates.

In view of the above-mentioned conventional problem,
there is need to provide an information processing device, a
system, and an information processing method that can
improve accuracy in operation of designating coordinates on
an image output surface through an instruction object.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to at least partially
solve the problems in the conventional technology.

According to the present invention, there is provided an
information processing device comprising: a detection unit
configured to detect each three-dimensional position of a
plurality of parts of an instruction object for indicating an
image output surface to which an image is output; a calcu-
lation unit configured to calculate an intersection point of a
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direction indicated by the instruction object and the image
output surface based on each three-dimensional position of
the parts of the instruction object detected by the detection
unit; a determination unit configured to determine whether
or not the intersection point is within a predetermined range
on the image output surface; and an estimation unit config-
ured to estimate a position indicated by the instruction object
on the image output surface based on the determination
made by the determination unit.

The present invention also provides a system including a
display device that displays an image, and an information
processing device connected to the display device, wherein
the information processing device comprises a detection unit
configured to detect each three-dimensional position of a
plurality of parts of an instruction object for indicating a
predetermined position on an image output surface to which
the image is output; a calculation unit configured to calculate
an intersection point of a direction indicated by the instruc-
tion object and the image output surface based on each
three-dimensional position of the parts of the instruction
object detected by the detection unit; a determination unit
configured to determine whether or not the intersection point
is within a predetermined range on the image output surface;
and an estimation unit configured to estimate a position on
the image output surface indicated by the instruction object
based on the determination made by the determination unit.

The present invention also provides an information pro-
cessing method comprising: detecting each three-dimen-
sional position of a plurality of parts of an instruction object
for indicating an image output surface onto which an image
is output; calculating an intersection point of a direction
indicated by the instruction object and the image output
surface based on each three-dimensional position of the
parts of the instruction object detected at the detecting;
determining whether or not the intersection point is within a
predetermined range on the image output surface; and
estimating a position on the image output surface indicated
by the instruction object based on the determination made at
the determining.

The above and other objects, features, advantages and
technical and industrial significance of this invention will be
better understood by reading the following detailed descrip-
tion of presently preferred embodiments of the invention,
when considered in connection with the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a con-
figuration example of a system according to a first embodi-
ment;

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a situation where a user is
extending his/her hand toward target coordinates on a pro-
jection region;

FIGS. 3(a) and 3(b) are schematic diagrams illustrating
the projection region viewed from a side;

FIGS. 4(a) and 4(b) are schematic diagrams illustrating
situations where a user’s hand is measured with a sensor;

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating the projection
region viewed from the front;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a hardware con-
figuration example of an information processing device
according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating a functional con-
figuration example of the information processing device
according to the first embodiment;
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FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating an example of processing
performed by the information processing device;

FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating a functional con-
figuration example of an information processing device
according to a second embodiment; and

FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrating a functional
configuration example of an information processing device
according to a third embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The following describes embodiments of an information
processing device, a system, and an information processing
method according to the present invention in details with
reference to the accompanying drawings.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram illustrating a con-
figuration example of a system 1 according to a first embodi-
ment. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the system 1 includes at least
a display device 100 and an information processing device
200 that are connected to each other. In the first embodiment,
the display device 100 includes, but not limited thereto, a
projector (an example of the image projection device) that
projects an image on a projection object such as a wall
surface.

In the first embodiment, a virtual operation surface is
assumed to be in an empty space in front of a projection
region (an example of an image output surface on which an
image is output) indicating a region, on which an image is
projected, in the projection object. A user (operator) moves
an instruction object such as a hand (finger) or a pen in the
virtual operation surface to designate the coordinates of a
predetermined position on the projection region. That is, the
user performs an operation of designating the coordinates on
the projection region in a non-contact manner. In an example
of FIG. 2, a user (operator) 101 is extending his/her hand
toward a target coordinate point 103 such as a button icon
displayed in a projection region 102. Herein, the normal
direction of the projection region 102 intersects with the
vertical direction (gravity direction) at a right angle, and it
is assumed that the normal direction of the projection region
102 is the Z-axis, the vertical direction is the Y-axis, and the
horizontal direction is the X-axis. However, a method for
setting the coordinate system is not limited thereto.

In the example of FIG. 2, a sensor 106 fixed at an upper
part of the projection region 102 measures the position of the
hand (position of the hand in the space in front of the
projection region 102) of the user 101. The sensor 106 is
configured as what is called a three-dimensional distance
sensor including a light-emitting unit that emits infrared
light and a light-receiving unit that receives the light
reflected at the hand. The three-dimensional distance sensor
is generally used for gesture recognition, and can measure a
three-dimensional distance between a point irradiated with
light (irradiation point) and the sensor 106 based on a pattern
shape of the received light, a light-receiving angle, and a
time period from emission of light to reception of the light.
If a three-dimensional positional relation between the sensor
106 and the projection region 102 is known, a three-
dimensional positional relation between the irradiation point
(position of the hand) and the projection region 102 can be
measured. On the other side, the sensor 106 may be assumed
to measure the three-dimensional position of the irradiation
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point. In this example, it may be considered that the sensor
106 is included in the system 1.

In the first embodiment, when the hand of the user 101
exists in a space where the sensor 106 performs measure-
ment in front of the projection region 102 (hereinafter,
referred to as an “object space” in some cases), the sensor
106 measures the three-dimensional distance between the
projection region 102 and each of a plurality of parts of the
hand of the user 101, and outputs information representing
a measurement result thereof to the information processing
device 200.

The information processing device 200 estimates the
position in the projection region 102 (designation coordi-
nates) corresponding to the position of the instruction object
on the virtual operation surface from the output from the
sensor 106, and outputs information indicating the designa-
tion coordinates to the display device 100. Details of the
information processing device 200 will be described later.
The display device 100 switches display according to the
designation coordinates estimated by the information pro-
cessing device 200. For example, when a button icon is
displayed at the designation coordinates, that is estimated by
the information processing device 200, in the projection
region 102, the button icon is determined to be touched, and
an image corresponding to the touch operation of the button
icon is projected and displayed.

FIGS. 3(a) and 3(b) are schematic diagrams illustrating
the projection region 102 viewed from a side. FIG. 3(a)
illustrates a case in which a target coordinate point 203 is at
a position where a user’s hand 201 can reach, and FIG. 3(54)
illustrates a case in which a target coordinate point 204 is at
a position where the user’s hand 201 cannot reach. A person
naturally puts his/her finger into a virtual operation surface
112 as it he/she touches the target coordinate point 203 in the
projection region 102 in the case of FIG. 3(a). However, in
the case of FIG. 3(b), a person indicates a direction toward
the target coordinate point 204 with his/her finger irrespec-
tive of the virtual operation surface 112.

The present invention utilizes the fact that, as described
above, the person indicates target coordinates differently
depending on whether or not there are the target coordinates
at a position where the user’s hand 201 can reach. In the case
of FIG. 3(a), a position indicated by the user is estimated to
be a coordinate point in the projection region 102, that have
the shortest distance from a point at the virtual operation
surface 112 through which the finger passes. In the case of
FIG. 3(b), the position indicated by the user is estimated to
be an intersection point of the projection region 102 and a
direction indicated by the entire hand 201, not only the
fingertip. This improves accuracy in designating coordinates
on the projection region 102 through the instruction object
such as the user’s hand 201.

FIGS. 4(a) and 4(b) are schematic diagrams illustrating
situations where the user’s hand 201 is measured with the
sensor 106. FIG. 4(a) corresponds to FIG. 3(a), and FIG.
4(b) corresponds to FIG. 3(b). The sensor 106 measures a
three-dimensional distance between the projection region
102 and each of a plurality of parts of the user’s hand 201
within substantially the same time period. Each one of the
circles illustrated in FIGS. 4(a) and 4(b) represents a mea-
surement point corresponding to any one of the parts of the
user’s hand 201. In the case of FIG. 4(a), within a range
previously set as a range where the user’s hand 201 can
reach in the projection region 102, there is a coordinate point
305 at which the projection region 102 intersects with a
regression line representing a direction indicated by the hand
201 (an example of a virtual line representing the direction
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indicated by the hand 201) calculated from a plurality of
measurement points corresponding to the respective parts of
the hand 201. Accordingly, a coordinate point 303 is esti-
mated as a position indicated by the user’s hand 201, the
coordinate point 303 being a point at which the projection
region 102 intersects with a straight line extending from the
fingertip passing through the virtual operation surface 112 to
the projection region 102 in the Z direction (the normal
direction of the projection region 102). In the case of FIG.
4(b), a coordinate point 304 at which the regression line
intersects with the projection region 102 exists outside the
predetermined range, so that the coordinate point 304 is
estimated as a position indicated by the user’s hand 201.

The following describes a range of the object space
representing a space in which the sensor 106 performs
measurement. As described above, in the first embodiment,
an operation of designating coordinates (target coordinates)
on the projection region 102 can be performed without
touching the projection region 102. If the user can always
reach the target coordinates, the sensor 106 may perform
measurement only on the virtual operation surface 112 set in
parallel with the projection region 102 (preferably at a
distance of 10 cm from the projection region 102 so as to
keep the user from contacting the projection region 102).
However, in the present disclosure, it is assumed that there
is a case in which the hand 201 cannot reach the target
coordinates (for example, the hand 201 cannot reach a
position corresponding to a position at a height equal to or
higher than a predetermined value in the projection region
102, and the hand 201 cannot reach positions corresponding
to the left and right ends of the projection region 102,
assuming that the user does not move from a predetermined
position).

To calculate the regression line, it is thus necessary to
measure each position of the parts of the hand 201 in a
three-dimensional space, not on a two-dimensional plane. To
improve accuracy of calculation of the regression line, the
sensor 106 preferably has a configuration of measuring the
three-dimensional distance between the projection region
102 and each of the parts of the user’s hand 201 existing in
a space within 30 cm from the projection region 102 in the
normal direction thereof. In the first embodiment, the object
space is set as the space within 30 cm from the projection
region 102 in the normal direction thereof. However, it is
sufficient that the object space is in a range where the user’s
hand 201 can reach. In FIGS. 3(a) and 3(b), a range
indicated by dotted area represents a range where the hand
201 can reach, and a range enclosed by alternate long and
short dash lines represents the object space. FIG. 5 is a
schematic diagram illustrating the projection region 102
viewed from the front. In this example, the user is assumed
to exist substantially at the middle of the projection region
102, the range where the user’s hand 201 can reach is the
range indicated by dotted area, and the object space is in the
range enclosed by the alternate long and short dash lines. As
illustrated in FIG. 5, the object space is set to include the
range where the user’s hand 201 can reach.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating a hardware con-
figuration example of the information processing device
200. As illustrated in FIG. 6, the information processing
device 200 includes a CPU 211, a non-volatile memory 212,
an image processing unit 213, a volatile memory 214, a
sensor input unit 215, and an external I/F unit 216.

The CPU 211 totally controls the entire operation of the
information processing device 200. The non-volatile
memory 212 stores therein data or computer programs
executed by the CPU 211. For example, the non-volatile
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memory 212 includes a ROM or an HDD. For example, the
image processing unit 213 includes circuits such as an ASIC
or a DSP, and processes data at high speed. The volatile
memory 214 functions as a working memory that loads data
processed by the CPU 211, the computer programs executed
by the CPU 211, and the like. For example, the volatile
memory 214 includes a RAM. The sensor input unit 215
controls the sensor 106 and also has a function for trans-
mitting/receiving information to/from the sensor 106 (re-
ceiving an output from the sensor 106, for example) under
the control of the CPU 211. The external I/F unit 216 is an
I/F (a bus, Ethernet (registered trademark), a telephone line,
radio, or the like) connected to an external device or a
storage medium (an IC card, a CD, a DVD, and the like).

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating a functional con-
figuration example of the information processing device
200. As illustrated in FIG. 7, the information processing
device 200 includes a detection unit 220, a calculation unit
225, a determination unit 245, and an estimation unit 250.

The detection unit 220 detects each three-dimensional
position of a plurality of parts of the instruction object for
indicating the image output surface (projection region 102)
onto which an image is output. More specifically, the detec-
tion unit 220 detects each three-dimensional position of the
parts of the instruction object existing in a space in front of
the image output surface. Even more specifically, the detec-
tion unit 220 detects each three-dimensional position of the
parts of the instruction object existing in a space within 30
cm from the image output surface in the normal direction
thereof.

In the first embodiment, the detection unit 220 detects
each three-dimensional position of the parts of the user’s
hand 201 existing in the object space based on outputs from
the sensor 106. In this example, the detection unit 220 is
given the three-dimensional positional relation between the
sensor 106 and the projection region 102 in advance, so that
the detection unit 220 can detect the three-dimensional
position of each measurement from each of the three-
dimensional distances of measurement points measured by
the sensor 106.

The calculation unit 225 calculates an intersection point
of the direction indicated by the instruction object and the
image output surface based on each three-dimensional posi-
tion of a plurality of parts of the instruction object detected
by the detection unit 220. More specific description follows.
As illustrated in FIG. 7, in the first embodiment, the calcu-
lation unit 225 includes a first calculation unit 230 and a
second calculation unit 240. The first calculation unit 230
calculates a virtual line representing the direction indicated
by the instruction object based on each three-dimensional
position of the parts of the instruction object detected by the
detection unit 220. In the first embodiment, the first calcu-
lation unit 230 calculates a regression line representing the
direction indicated by the hand 201 based on each three-
dimensional position of the parts of the user’s hand 201
detected by the detection unit 220.

The second calculation unit 240 calculates an intersection
point representing a point (coordinates) where the image
output surface intersects with the virtual line. In the first
embodiment, the second calculation unit 240 calculates an
intersection point of the projection region 102 and the
regression line calculated by the first calculation unit 230.

The determination unit 245 determines whether or not the
intersection point calculated by the calculation unit 225 is
within a predetermined range on the image output surface.
The estimation unit 250 estimates the position indicated by
the instruction object on the image output surface based on
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the determination made by the determination unit 245. More
specific description follows. If the determination unit 245
determines that the intersection point calculated by the
calculation unit 225 (second calculation unit 240) is within
the predetermined range, the estimation unit 250 estimates,
as the position indicated by the instruction object, the
coordinates of a position on the image output surface that
have the shortest distance between the image output surface
and any one of the parts of the instruction object. More
specifically, if the determination unit 245 determines that the
intersection point is within the predetermined range, the
estimation unit 250 estimates, as the position indicated by
the instruction object, the coordinates of a position on the
image output surface that have the shortest distance to any
one of the parts passing through a virtual operation surface
in the space in front of the image output surface toward the
image output surface, among the parts of which three-
dimensional positions are detected by the detection unit 220.
Even more specifically, if the determination unit 245 deter-
mines that the intersection point is represented by coordi-
nates within the predetermined range, the estimation unit
250 estimates, as the position indicated by the instruction
object, the coordinates of a position on the image output
surface that have the shortest distance to a part passing
through the virtual operation surface in the space in front of
the image output surface toward the image output surface
and is the closest to the image output surface, among the
parts of which three-dimensional positions are detected by
the detection unit 220.

If the determination unit 245 determines that the inter-
section point calculated by the calculation unit 225 (second
calculation unit 240) is outside the predetermined range, the
estimation unit 250 estimates the intersection point as the
position indicated by the instruction object. In the first
embodiment, the image output surface is the projection
region 102 and the instruction object is the user’s hand 201.
However, the embodiment is not limited thereto. The pre-
determined range described above indicates a range set as a
range where the user’s hand 201 can reach on the image
output surface.

In the first embodiment, each function of the detection
unit 220, the calculation unit 225 (the first calculation unit
230 and the second calculation unit 240), the determination
unit 245, and the estimation unit 250 is implemented by
executing computer programs stored in the non-volatile
memory 212 and the like with the CPU 211. However, the
embodiment is not limited thereto. For example, at least part
of the functions of the detection unit 220, the calculation unit
225 (the first calculation unit 230 and the second calculation
unit 240), the determination unit 245, and the estimation unit
250 may be implemented with a dedicated hardware circuit
(for example, the image processing unit 213).

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating an example of processing
performed by the information processing device 200. As
illustrated in FIG. 8, the detection unit 220 first acquires an
output from the sensor 106 (Step S1). Next, the detection
unit 220 determines whether or not the number of measure-
ment points of which three-dimensional distances are mea-
sured by the sensor 106 (the number of measurement points
corresponding to the parts of the hand 201) is equal to or
larger than a predetermined number (Step S2). In the con-
figuration illustrated in FIG. 2, though a large number of
measurement points on a floor of which three-dimensional
distances are measured when the user’s hand 201 is not
existed in the object space, it can still determine whether the
measurement points are of the parts of the hand 201 or the
floor because the position of the floor is known.
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At Step S2, if it is determined that the number of
measurement points of which three-dimensional distances
are measured by the sensor 106 is equal to or larger than the
predetermined number (Yes at Step S2), the detection unit
220 outputs, to the first calculation unit 230, information
indicating each three-dimensional position of the measure-
ment points corresponding to the respective parts of the
user’s hand 201. The first calculation unit 230 calculates the
regression line representing the direction indicated by the
user’s hand 201 from the three-dimensional position of each
measurement point (Step S3).

Next, the second calculation unit 240 calculates an inter-
section point of the projection region 102 and the regression
line calculated at Step S3 (Step S4). Subsequently, the
determination unit 245 determines whether or not the inter-
section point calculated at Step S4 is within a predetermined
range (Step S5).

At Step S5, if it is determined that the intersection point
calculated at Step S4 is within the predetermined range (Yes
at Step S5), the estimation unit 250 selects a measurement
point closest to the projection region 102 (a measurement
point nearest to the projection region 102) from among the
measurement points of which three-dimensional positions
are detected by the detection unit 220 (Step S6). Next, the
estimation unit 250 determines whether or not the measure-
ment point selected at Step S6 is positioned closer to the
projection region 102 side than the virtual operation surface
112 is positioned (Step S7). If it is determined that the
measurement point selected at Step S6 is positioned closer
to the projection region 102 side than the virtual operation
surface 112 is positioned (Yes at Step S7), the estimation
unit 250 calculates a perpendicular line extending from the
measurement point selected at Step S6 in the Z direction (the
normal direction of the projection region 102) (Step S8).
Next, the estimation unit 250 calculates an intersection point
of' the projection region and the perpendicular line calculated
at Step S8 (Step S9). Subsequently, the estimation unit 250
estimates the intersection point calculated at Step S9 as the
position indicated by the user’s hand 201 (Step S10).

At Step S5 described above, if it is determined that the
intersection point calculated at Step S4 is outside the pre-
determined range (No at Step S5), the estimation unit 250
estimates the intersection point calculated at Step S4 as the
position indicated by the user’s hand 201 (Step S11).

As described above, in the first embodiment, if the
intersection point of the projection region 102 and the
direction indicated by the user’s hand 201 is within the
predetermined range set in advance as a range where the
user’s hand 201 can reach, the coordinates of the position on
the projection region 102 that have the shortest distance to
any one of the parts of the user’s hand 201 (in the first
embodiment, a part passing through the virtual operation
surface 112 and being the closest to the projection region
102 among the parts of the user’s hand 201) is estimated as
the position indicated by the user’s hand 201. If the inter-
section point is outside the predetermined range, the inter-
section point is estimated as the position indicated by the
user’s hand 201. Accordingly, accuracy can be improved in
operation of designating the coordinates on the projection
region 102 through the instruction object such as the user’s
hand 201.

Second Embodiment

Next, a second embodiment will be described. The second
embodiment is different from the first embodiment in that
the predetermined range is variably determined. Specific
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description follows. Any component in common with that in
the first embodiment is denoted by the same reference
numeral, and description thereof is not repeated here.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating a functional con-
figuration example of an information processing device 300
according to the second embodiment. As illustrated in FIG.
9, the information processing device 300 is different from
the first embodiment in that it further includes a first setting
unit 260 that variably sets the predetermined range based on
the three-dimensional position of the instruction object. The
process of setting the predetermined range (hereinafter,
referred to as a “calibration process” in some cases) by the
first setting unit 260 is performed before the process in FIG.
8 is performed. In the second embodiment, when the cali-
bration process starts, the information processing device 300
notifies the user of information that prompts the user to
horizontally extend the hand 201 toward the projection
region 102 from a predetermined position. For example, a
notification image may be output or a notification voice may
be output.

As illustrated in FIG. 9, the first setting unit 260 includes
an acquisition unit 261, an analysis unit 262, and a setting
unit 263. The acquisition unit 261 requests to the detection
unit 220 for information indicating each three-dimensional
position of the parts of the user’s hand 201 horizontally
extending toward the projection region 102, and acquires the
information indicating each three-dimensional position of
the parts of the user’s hand 201 from the detection unit 220
as a response to the request.

The analysis unit 262 analyzes the information indicating
each three-dimensional position of the parts of the user’s
hand 201 acquired by the acquisition unit 261 to calculate
the regression line representing the direction indicated by
the user’s hand 201, and determines from the calculated
regression line whether the user extends the hand 201
horizontally. For example, the analysis unit 262 may deter-
mine whether or not an angle formed by the calculated
regression line and a reference line indicating the normal
direction of the projection region 102 prepared in advance is
equal to or less than a threshold. If the angle formed by the
calculated regression line and the reference line is equal to
or less than the threshold, the analysis unit 262 may deter-
mine that the user extends the hand 201 horizontally.

If it is determined that the user extends the hand 201
horizontally, the analysis unit 262 calculates the intersection
point of the projection region 102 and the calculated regres-
sion line. The setting unit 263 estimates a range where the
user’s hand 201 can reach in the projection region 102 from
the intersection point calculated by the analysis unit 262, and
sets the estimated range as the predetermined range.

The intersection point of the projection region 102 and the
regression line representing the direction indicated by the
user’s hand 201 extending horizontally indicates varies
depending on the physique (height, for example) of the user.
According to the second embodiment, the predetermined
range is variably determined depending on the physique of
the user, so that the accuracy can be further improved in the
operation of designating the coordinates on the projection
region 102 through the instruction object.

First Modification of Second Embodiment

For example, when performing the calibration process,
the information processing device 300 may display a spe-
cific image at a predetermined position (for example, near
the center) on the projection region 102, and may notify the
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user of information that prompts the user to extend the hand
201 toward the specific image.

In this case, the acquisition unit 261 requests to the
detection unit 220 for information indicating each three-
dimensional position of the parts of the user’s hand 201
extending toward the specific image displayed on the pre-
determined position on the projection region 102, and may
acquire the information indicating each three-dimensional
position of the parts of the user’s hand 201 from the
detection unit 220 as a response to the request.

The analysis unit 262 analyzes the information indicating
each three-dimensional position of the parts of the user’s
hand 201 acquired by the acquisition unit 261 to calculate
the regression line representing the direction indicated by
the user’s hand 201, and may calculate an angle formed by
the calculated regression line and the reference line repre-
senting the normal direction of the projection region 102.
The value of the angle varies depending on the physique of
the user. For example, the angle corresponding to a user who
is not tall has a larger value than that of the angle corre-
sponding to a user who is tall.

Then the setting unit 263 estimates the range where the
user’s hand 201 can reach, based on the angle calculated by
the analysis unit 262, and sets the estimated range as the
predetermined range.

Also in this modification, the predetermined range is
variably determined depending on the physique of the user,
so that the accuracy can be further improved in the operation
of designating the coordinates on the projection region 102
through the instruction object.

Second Modification of Second Embodiment

For example, the analysis unit 262 may analyze the
information indicating each three-dimensional position of
the parts of the user’s hand 201 acquired by the acquisition
unit 261 to estimate the height of the user. In this case, the
setting unit 263 estimates the range where the user’s hand
201 can reach in the projection region 102, based one the
height of the user estimated by the analysis unit 262, and sets
the estimated range as the predetermined range.

In this modification, when the calibration process starts,
the information processing device 300 may notify the user of
information that prompts the user at a predetermined posi-
tion to horizontally extend the hand 201 toward the projec-
tion region 102, or may display a specific image on a
predetermined position on the projection region 102 and
notify the user of information that prompts the user to extend
the hand 201 toward the specific image.

Third Embodiment

Next, a third embodiment will be described. The third
embodiment is different from the embodiments described
above in that an input of physique information indicating the
physique of the user is received and the predetermined range
described above is variably determined based on the
received input. Specific description follows. Any component
in common with that in the embodiments described above is
denoted by the same reference numeral, and description
thereof is not repeated here.

FIG. 10 is a block diagram illustrating a functional
configuration example of an information processing device
310 according to the third embodiment. As illustrated in
FIG. 10, the information processing device 310 is different
from the embodiments described above in that it has a
second setting unit 270 that receives an input of the physique
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information and variably sets the predetermined range based
on the received input. In this example, the physique infor-
mation is information indicating the height of the user, but
not limited thereto. The process of setting the predetermined
range (calibration process) by the second setting unit 270 is
performed before the process in FIG. 8 is performed. In the
third embodiment, when the calibration process starts, the
information processing device 310 notifies the user of infor-
mation that prompts the user to input his/her height (an
example of the physique information). For example, a
notification image may be output or a notification voice may
be output.

As illustrated in FIG. 10, the second setting unit 270
includes a reception unit 271 and a setting unit 272. The
reception unit 271 receives an input of the height from the
user. The setting unit 272 estimates the range where the
user’s hand 201 can reach in the projection region 102 from
the input (information indicating the height) received at the
reception unit 271, and sets the estimated range as the
predetermined range.

Also in the third embodiment, the predetermined range is
variably determined depending on the physique of the user,
so that the accuracy can be further improved in the operation
of designating the coordinates on the projection region 102
through the instruction object.

The information processing device (200, 300, 310)
according to the embodiments described above is preferably
integrated with the display device 100 from a viewpoint of
installation easiness. For example, the integrated device may
be considered as an image projection device that projects an
image on a projection object. That is, the present invention
can be applied to the image projection device. The image
projection device according to the present invention may
include a detection unit that detects each three-dimensional
position of parts of the instruction object for indicating the
predetermined position of the projection region, a calcula-
tion unit that calculates an intersection point of a direction
indicated by the instruction object and an image output
surface based on each three-dimensional position of the
parts of the instruction object detected by the detection unit,
a determination unit that determines whether or not the
intersection point is within the predetermined range on the
image output surface, and an estimation unit that estimates
the position indicated by the instruction object on the image
output surface based on the determination made by the
determination unit.

For example, the display device 100 may be a liquid
crystal display device. The image output surface to which
the image is output may be a horizontal surface of which
normal direction corresponds to the vertical direction. The
sensor 106 for measuring the three-dimensional distance is
not limited to an optical type, and may be an ultrasonic type.
The position of the sensor 106 is not limited to the upper side
of the image output surface, and may be the lower side
thereof.

A computer program executed by the information pro-
cessing device (200, 300, 310) described above may be
provided by being recorded in a non-transitory computer-
readable recording medium such as a CD-ROM, a flexible
disk (FD), a CD-R, and a digital versatile disc (DVD) as an
installable or executable file.

The computer program executed by the information pro-
cessing device (200, 300, 310) described above may be
provided by being stored on a computer connected to a
network such as the Internet to be downloaded via the
network. The computer program executed by the informa-
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tion processing device (200, 300, 310) described above may
be provided or distributed via a network such as the Internet.

The present invention can achieve an advantageous effect
of improved accuracy in operation of designating coordi-
nates on the image output surface through the instruction
object.

Although the invention has been described with respect to
specific embodiments for a complete and clear disclosure,
the appended claims are not to be thus limited but are to be
construed as embodying all modifications and alternative
constructions that may occur to one skilled in the art that
fairly fall within the basic teaching herein set forth.

What is claimed is:

1. An information processing device comprising:

circuitry configured to

detect three-dimensional positions of a plurality of
parts of an instruction object of a user for indicating
a position on an image output surface to which an
image is output,
calculate an intersection point of a direction indicated
by the instruction object and the image output sur-
face based on the detected three-dimensional posi-
tions of the parts of the instruction object,
determine whether or not the intersection point is
within a predetermined range on the image output
surface, the predetermined range corresponding to a
region of the image output surface reachable by the
instruction object of the user,
when it is determined that the intersection point is
within the predetermined range,
select a position of the detected three-dimensional
positions of the parts of the instruction object, the
selected position being closest to the image output
surface among the detected three-dimensional
positions,
determine whether the selected position is within a
predetermined distance from the image output
surface, and
when it is determined that the selected position is
within the predetermined distance from the image
output surface, estimate, as the position indicated
by the instruction object, coordinates of a position
on the image output surface having a shortest
distance between the image output surface and the
selected position, and
when it is determined that the intersection point is
outside the predetermined range, estimate the inter-
section point as the position indicated by the instruc-
tion object.

2. The information processing device according to claim
1, wherein the circuitry is configured to detect the three-
dimensional positions of the parts of the instruction object
existing in a space in front of the image output surface.

3. The information processing device according to claim
2, wherein the circuitry is configured to detect the three-
dimensional positions of the parts of the instruction object
existing in a space within 30 cm from the image output
surface in a normal direction thereof.

4. The information processing device according to claim
1, wherein the predetermined distance corresponds to a
distance from a virtual operation surface in front of the
image output surface to the image output surface.

5. The information processing device according to claim
4, wherein the predetermined distance is 10 cm.

6. The information processing device according to claim
1, wherein the circuitry is configured to variably set the
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predetermined range based on the three-dimensional posi-
tions of the instruction object.

7. The information processing device according to claim
1, wherein the circuitry is configured to receive an input of
physique information indicating a physique of a user and to
variably set the predetermined range based on the received
physique information.

8. The information processing device according to claim
1, wherein the circuitry is configured to

calculate a virtual line representing the direction indicated

by the instruction object based on the three-dimen-
sional positions of the parts of the instruction object,
and

calculate the intersection point indicating a point at which

the image output surface intersects with the virtual line.

9. A system comprising:

a display device that displays an image; and

an information processing device connected to the display

device, wherein the information processing device
comprises

circuitry configured to

detect three-dimensional positions of a plurality of
parts of an instruction object of a user for indicating
a position on an image output surface to which the
image is output,
calculate an intersection point of a direction indicated
by the instruction object and the image output sur-
face based on the detected three-dimensional posi-
tions of the parts of the instruction object,
determine whether or not the intersection point is
within a predetermined range on the image output
surface, the predetermined range corresponding to a
region of the image output surface reachable by the
instruction object of the user,
when it is determined that the intersection point is
within the predetermined range,
select a position of the detected three-dimensional
positions of the parts of the instruction object, the
selected position being closest to the image output
surface among the detected three-dimensional
positions,
determine whether the selected position is within a
predetermined distance from the image output
surface, and
when it is determined that the selected position is
within the predetermined distance from the image
output surface, estimate, as the position indicated
by the instruction object, coordinates of a position
on the image output surface having a shortest
distance between the image output surface and the
selected position, and
when it is determined that the intersection point is
outside the predetermined range, estimate the inter-
section point as the position indicated by the instruc-
tion object.

10. The system according to claim 9, wherein the circuitry
of the information processing device is configured to detect
the three-dimensional positions of the parts of the instruction
object existing in a space in front of the image output
surface.

11. The system according to claim 10, wherein the cir-
cuitry of the information processing device is configured to
detect the three-dimensional positions of the parts of the
instruction object existing in a space within 30 cm from the
image output surface in a normal direction thereof.
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12. The system according to claim 9, wherein the prede-
termined distance corresponds to a distance from a virtual
operation surface in front of the image output surface toward
the image output surface.

13. The system according to claim 12, wherein the pre-
determined distance is 10 cm.

14. The system according to claim 9, wherein the circuitry
of the information processing device is configured to vari-
ably set the predetermined range based on the three-dimen-
sional positions of the instruction object.

15. The system according to claim 9, wherein the circuitry
of'the information processing device is configured to receive
an input of physique information indicating a physique of a
user and to variably set the predetermined range based on the
received physique information.

16. The system according to claim 9, wherein the circuitry
of the information processing device is configured to

calculate a virtual line representing the direction indicated

by the instruction object based on the three-dimen-
sional positions of the parts of the instruction object;
and

calculate the intersection point indicating a point at which

the image output surface intersects with the virtual line.

17. An information processing method comprising:

detecting three-dimensional positions of a plurality of

parts of an instruction object of a user for indicating a
position on an image output surface onto which an
image is output;

calculating an intersection point of a direction indicated

by the instruction object and the image output surface
based on the detected three-dimensional positions of
the parts of the instruction object;

determining whether or not the intersection point is within

a predetermined range on the image output surface, the
predetermined range corresponding to a region of the
image output surface reachable by the instruction
object of the user;

when it is determined that the intersection point is within

the predetermined range,

selecting a position of the detected three-dimensional
positions of the parts of the instruction object, the
selected position being closest to the image output
surface among the detected three-dimensional posi-
tions,

determining whether the selected position is within a
predetermined distance from the image output sur-
face, and

when it is determined that the selected position is
within the predetermined distance from the image
output surface, estimating, as the position indicated
by the instruction object, coordinates of a position on
the image output surface having a shortest distance
between the image output surface and the selected
position; and

when it is determined that the intersection point is outside

the predetermined range, estimating the intersection
point as the position indicated by the instruction object.

18. The information processing method according to
claim 17, further comprising:

calculating a virtual line representing the direction indi-

cated by the instruction object based on the three-
dimensional positions of the parts of the instruction
object; and

calculating the intersection point indicating a point at

which the image output surface intersects with the
virtual line.



